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 Size: 720 MB.“I don’t care what people say. I want to help my sister,” says little boy, Anshuman, his voice trembling, eyes huge
with tears. “If she does get married, will they beat her? If they won’t beat her, will they … will they sell her?” He looks

pleadingly at his mother, but she has no answer. She can only hope she has made the right decision. “We thought of many
things. We couldn’t do anything. We don’t know anyone here.” Anshuman is 5. He is also half-Indo-Pakistani, half-Bengali. He
is from Rajasthan. His father’s father was a soldier in Pakistan. And now Anshuman must face this decision, the hardest one yet
in the incredible story of Anjali’s family. Anjali is Anshuman’s baby sister. Not quite a baby. A bit older than a baby. Four years

old. She is beautiful, a little girl of great dignity, tremendous courage, sweet tooth, a bantamweight, smart, full of plans, and
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always in trouble. It starts with a newspaper ad. Anjali has come to her aunt’s home in Mumbai, to begin a new life. For the
moment, they are staying with her uncles. Anjali has never met her father. He is in the Indian army, somewhere in the north.

But her mother, who works in Mumbai, is due to return home. She has only two days in Mumbai. She plans to spend them with
Anjali. Her aunt, who is also a sort of mother, agrees to let Anjali stay, on the condition that she learns Hindi and Sanskrit. “I
don’t know anything about this life,” Anjali tells her aunt, “I want to come back to India after two years.” “No,” says her aunt.

“You must learn this life now.” Anjali is happy to agree, but it doesn’t last. The aunt soon drops the bombshell: Anjali will have
to be married off. “It has to happen,” says her aunt. “He has a house,” she says, “but he’s not working. He has no job.
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